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Lanier Islands Resort Becomes Official Hotel and Resort Destination of

Georgia Tech Athletics
Georgia Lakeside Destination Partners with Alma Mater of Both its Chairman and President

Buford, Ga. — May 20, 2025 - Having been recognized with countless TripAdvisor awards for its best-in-class hospitality
services and deemed Best of The Knot for its lavish lakeside weddings, Lanier Islands Resort has a new feather in its cap.

Earlier this month, the Georgia Institute of Technology named the 1,200-acre Southern destination the Official Hotel and
Resort of Georgia Tech athletics. Perhaps most proud of this distinction are the Chairman and President of Lanier Islands,
both of whom are Georgia Tech alums. Virgil R. Williams graduated with an Industrial Engineering degree in 1963, and
Matthew Bowling graduated with a Finance degree in 2019. The span of decades between graduation dates clearly
indicates the Williams family’s devotion to the Top 10 Public University.

“From the moment you drive onto the Islands, you can see the impact Georgia Tech had on our family,” said Bowling, the
President of Lanier Islands Resort and grandson of Virgil R. Williams. “My grandfather envisioned and designed the
stunning bridge over the lake into the resort. While his sense of vision is all his own, a wealth of the engineering talent he
developed at an early age was thanks to our alma mater. Georgia Tech has meant a great deal to me and my family. In
addition to my grandfather and me, my wife and my brother are also Tech alumni. The opportunity to partner our family
business with the Institute that has provided us with so much is very special.”

Bowling pointed to the many things about the resort that would appeal to his fellow Georgia Tech alumni and fans alike.
Located within an hour’s drive of Atlanta and ideal for couples, groups of friends, families, and corporate teams, Lanier


https://www.lanierislands.com/
https://www.lanierislands.com/
https://www.lanierislands.com/

Islands Resort promises “A Different World, Close to Home.” The year-round destination offers several accommodation
offerings, an 18-hole lakeside golf course, miles of walking trails, pickleball courts, and an indoor playground aptly named
GameChanger. Fun seekers flock to Margaritaville at Lanier Islands for its Fins Up Water Park during the Spring and
Summer months and for its License to Chill Snow Island during the holidays and Winter months. Visitors can rent a pontoon
boat and explore the lake one day and relax poolside at the resort’s flagship Legacy Lodge the next.

“It's a great privilege to partner with Lanier Islands Resort, one of the premier hotels and resort destinations in the
Southeast,” Georgia Tech vice president and director of athletics J Batt stated in a press release from the Institute. “We’re
grateful for Matthew Bowling and his family’s longtime support of Tech athletics, and we’re very proud to link the Georgia
Tech and Lanier Islands brands.”

In a show of respect for fellow Yellow Jackets and Georgia Tech fans everywhere, the lakeside resort plans to offer special
accommodation rates to them during football season. To plan their stay around upcoming events at Lanier Islands Resort,
Georgia Tech fans and other prospective guests of the lakeside destination are encouraged to Vvisit
https://www.lanierislands.com/events/. They are also invited to follow Lanier Islands on Facebook @lanierislands,
Instagram @lanierislands, Twitter @lanierislands, and LinkedIn @Lanier Islands for the latest news. Lanier Islands Resort
is 45 miles north of Atlanta at 7000 Lanier Islands Parkway in Buford. To view accommodation packages and make
overnight reservations, visit https://www.lanierislands.com/special offers/ or call 770-945-8787.

HiH#

Media Contact: Missy Burgess — Director of Public Relations — Lanier Islands

770-945-8787 | MBurgess@ lanierislands.com



https://www.lanierislands.com/
https://www.lanierislands.com/game-changer/
https://www.margaritavilleresorts.com/margaritaville-at-lanier-islands
https://www.lanierislands.com/
https://www.lanierislands.com/events/
https://www.facebook.com/lanierislands/
https://www.instagram.com/lanierislands/
https://twitter.com/lanierislands?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lake-lanier-islands-resort/
https://www.lanierislands.com/special_offers/



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		2702435124.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Anslie Bass


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 1


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 2


		Passed: 27


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
